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TheMorméns have d in tedatd phelekidence, 
different from the views of the chiistian world, so called, who do not 
believe that man had a pre-existence. It is believed by the religious 
world, that man, both body and spirit, begins to live about the time 
that he is born into this world or a little before ; that then is the be- 
ginning of life. —They believe, that the Lord, by a direct ct of cre- 
ation, formed, in the first place, man out of the dust of the ground ; 
and they believe that man is possessed of both body and spirit, by the 
union of which he became a living creature. Suppose we admit this 
doctrine concerning the formation of the body from tse dust; then 
how was the spirit formed? Why, says one, we suppose it was ; made 
by a direct act of creation, by the Almighty himself, that he moulded 
the spirit of man, formed ‘and finished it in a proper likeness to in- 
habit the tabernacle he had made out of the dust. | 
Have you any account of this in the Bible? Do the’ scriptures de- 
clare tliat the spirit was formed at the time the tabernacle was made? 
Noe. All the tabérnacles of the children of men that were ever 
formed, from remote generations, from the day of Adam to this time, 
have been formed out of the earth. We are of the earth, earthly. 
The tabernacle has been organized according to certain principles, 
and laws of organization with bones, and flesh, and sinews, and skin. 
ow where do you suppose all these tabernacles got their spirits ? 
s the Lord make a new spirit every time a tabernacle is made ? 
If so, the work of creation, according to the belief of christendom, did 
net cease on the seventh day. If we admit their views, the Lord 
must be continually making spirits to inhabit all the tabernacles of 
the children of men; he must make something like one thousand 
willions of spirits every century ; he must be working at it every day 
for there are many hundreds of individuals being born into the world 
every day. Does the Lord create a new spirit every time a new 
— comes into the world? That does not look reasonable, or — 
ike 
But how is it, you enquire? Why the fact is, that being that ani- 
mates this body, that gives life and energy,and power to move, to 
act,and to think—that being that dwells within this tabernacle is 
much older than what the tabernacle is. That spirit that dwells 
within each man, and each woman, of this vast assembly of people, is 
more than a thousand years: old, and I would venture to say, that it 
is more than five thousand years old. 
But how was it made?) When was it made? And by whom was it 
made? If our spirits existed thousands of years ago,—if they 
. to exist; if there were a beginning to their organization, by w 
process was this organization carried on? Through what medium, 
and by what system of laws? Was it by a direct creation of the 
Almighty? or were we framed according to a certain system of laws 
in the same manner as our tabertiacles? If we were to reason from 
analogy—if we admit ‘ana reasoning in the question, what 
would we say? We; should say, that our spirits were formed 
by generation, the same as the bedy or tabernacle of flesh and bones. 
But what says revelation upon the subject? we will see whether re- 
velation and analogy will agree. | 
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We read of a certain time when the corner stones of the earth 
were laid, and the foundations thereof were made sure—of a certain 
time when. the Lord began to erect this beautiful and glerious habita- . 
tion, the earth, then they had ‘time of joy. Ido not know whether 
they had instruments of music or whether they were engaged in the 
dance ; but one thing is certain, they had great joy and the heavens 
resounded with their shouts ; yea, the Lord told Job, that all the sons 
of Got. shouted for joy, and the morning stars sang together, when 
the foundations of this globe were laid. 

_ The SONS of God, recollect, shouted for joy, because there was a 
beautiful habitation, being built,so that they could get tabernacles 
and dwell'thereon : they expected the time—they looked forward. to 
the period; and it was joyful to them, to reflect, that the creation 
was about being formed, the corner stone of it was laid, on which 
they might in their times, and in their seasons, and in their genera- 
tions, go forth and receive tabernacles for their spirits to dwell in. 
Do you bting it home to yourselves, brethren and sisters? Do you 
realise that you and I were there? Can you bring it to your minds 
that you and I were among that happy number that shouted for joy 
when this creation was made? Says one, I don’t recollect it. No 
wonder! for your recollection is taken from you, because you are in 
a tabernacle that is earthly ; and all this is right and necessary. The 
same is written of Jesus Christ himself, who had to descend below all 
things. Though he had wisdom to assist in the organization of this 
world ; though it was through him,as the great leader of all these 
sons of God, the earth was framed, and framed too, by the assistance 
of all his younger brethren,—yet we find, with all that great and 
mighty power he possessed, and the great and superior wisdom that 
was in his bosom, that after all, his judgement had to be taken away; 
in his humiliation, his reason, his Caiemen, his knowledge, and 
the power that he was formerly in possession of, vanished from him 
as he entered into the infant tabernacle. He was obliged to begin 
down at the lowest principles of knowledge, and oak upward by, 
degrees, receiving grace ‘for grace, truth for truth, knowledge for 
knowledge, until he was filled with all the fulness of the Father, and 
was capable of ruling, governing, and controling all things, having 
ascended above all things. Just so with us; we that once Tifted up 
our united voices as sons and daughters of God, and shouted for joy 
at the laying of the foundation of this earth,—have come here and. 
taken tabernacles, after the pattern of our elder brother ; and in our. 
humiliation, (for it is humiliation to be deprived of knowledge we 
once had, and the power we once enjoyed) in our humiliation, just 
like our elder brother, our judgement is taken away. Do we not. 
read also in the bible, that God is the Father of our spirits? - 
_ We have ascertained that we have had a previous existance. We. 
find that Solomon, that wise man says that when the body returns, 
to the dust, the spirit returns to God who gave it. Now all of. this: 
congregation very well know, that if we never existed: there, we: 
could not return there. I could not return to California ;—why 2, 
because, I never have been there. If younever were with.the Father,, | 
the same as Jesus was before the foundation of the world, you neveg, 


- 
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Shane, Gen to the West Indies, where 


I have never been. t if we have once been there, then we can 
the force of the saying of the wise map, that the spirit returns 
God who gave it; it goes back where it once was. 

Much more evidence might be derived in relation to this subject, 
even from the English translation of the bible, but I do not feel dis- 

to dwell too long upon any particular testimony ; suffice it to 

say that the Prophet Joseph Smith’s translation of the fore part of 
the book of Geneses is in print, and is exceedingly plain upon this — 
matter. In this inspired translation we find the pre-existance of man 
clearly laid down, and that the spirits of all men, male and f 
did have an existance, before man was formed out of the dust of the 
ground. But who was their father? I have already quoted a saying 
that God is the Father of our spirits. | 

In one sense of the word, there are more Gods than one ; and in 
another sense there is but one God. The seriptures speak of more 
Gods than one. Moses was called a God to Aaron in plain terms ; 
and our Savior, when speaking upon this subject, says, ‘i 


if the scrip- 
tures called them Gods unto whom the word of came, why is it 
that you should seek to persecute me, and kill me, because I 
testify that I am the Son of God?” This in substance, was the word 
of our Savior; those to whom the word of God came are called Gods 
according to his testimony. All these beings of course are one, the 
same as the Father and the Son are one. e Son is called God, and 
so is the Father, and in some places the Holy Ghost is called God. | 
They are one in power, in wisdom, in knowledge, and in the inhe- 
ritance of celestial glory ; they areone in their works ; they possess all 
ings, and all things are subject to them; they act in unison; andif 
one has power to become the Father of spirits, so has another ; if one 
God can propagate his species, and raise up spirits after his own image 
and likeness, and call them his sons and daughters, so can all other 
Gods that become like him, do the same things; consequently, there 
will be many fathers, and there will be m amilies, and many sons 
and daughters, and there will be the children of those glorified, ce- 
lestial beings that are counted worthy to be Gods. 
| Here let me bring for the satisfaction of the saints, the testimony 
4| of the vision, given to our prophet and revelator, Jobn Smith, and 
| Sidney Ridgon, on the 16th day of February, 1832. They were en- 
in translating the New Testament by inspiration; and while | 
in this great work, they came to the 29th verse of the fifth 
chapter of John, which was given to them in these words: “they 
|| whohave done good in the resurrection of the just, and they who 
f| have done evil in the resurrection of the unjust.” This being given — 
| | in different words from the English translation, caused them to marvel 
|| ahd wonder; they lifted up their hearts in prayer to God, that he 
| would show them whyit was that this should be given to them in a dif- 
| ferent manner ; and behold, the visions of heaven opened before them. 
| They gazed upon the eternal worlds, and saw things before this world 
| was made. They saw the spiritual creation who were to come forth 
= and take upon themselves bodjes; and my things as they are to 


| future ; they saw the ‘telestial, and telesial worlds, as 
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well as the sufferings of the ungodly ; all passed before them in their 
and glorious vision. And while they were yet gazing upon 
t as they were before the world was made, they were command- 
ed.to wright saying “this is the testimony, last of all, which we give 
of him, that he lives ; for we saw him, even on the right hand of Goa, 
and we heard the yoice bearing record that he is the Only Begotten 
of the Father; that by him, and through him, and of him, the worlds 
are, and were created, and the inhabitants thereof are begotten sons 
and daughters unto God.”’ Notice this last expression, “the inhabi- 
tants thereof, are begotten sons and daughters unto God,” (meaning 
the different worlds that have been created and made.) Notice, this 
does not say that God, whom we serve and worship, was actually 
the Father himself, in his own person, of all these sons and daughters 
of the different worlds; but they “are begotten sons and daughters 
unto God,” that is, begotten by those who are-made like him, after 
his image, and in his likeness they begat sons and eo sey 
begat them uno God, to inhabit these different worlds we have been 
speaking of. But more of this if we have time before we by mean 
We now come to the second devision of our subject, or the entrance 
- of these spirits upon their second estate, or their birth and existence 
in mortal tabernacles. We are told that among this great family of 
spirits, some were noble and greater than others, having more intelli- 
nce. 
“thee do you read that, _ one? Qut of the book of Ab 
translated from the Egyptian apyrus by the Prophet Joseph Smith. 
Among the great and numerous family of spirits—(“ the begotten 
sons and daughters unto God,”) there are some more intelligent than 
others, and the Lord showed unto Abraham, “the intelligencies that 
were organized before the world was, “e all these there were 
many of the noble and great ones.” A 70d said to Abrah 
“thou art one of them, thou wast chosen before thou wast born.’ 
Abraham was chosen before he was born. Here then is knowledge, 
if we had time to notice it, upon the doctrine of election. However, 
I may just remark, it does not mean unconditional election to eternal 
life, of a certain class,and the rest: doamed to eternal damnation. 
Suffice to sa » that Abraham and many ye ag the great and noble 
ones in the family of spirits, were chosen be they were born, for 
eertain purposes, to bring about certain works, to have the privilege of. 
coming upon the stage of action, among the host of men, in favorable 
circumstances. Some came through and holy paren to. 
falfil certain the Lord decreed should come to pass, from 
- the foundations of the world. , 
‘the Lord has ordained that these spirits should come here and 
take tabernacles by a certain law, through a certain channel and 
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eens t to their second estate. 


that law is the law of marriage. here are a great many thing | 
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through which spirits should come here and take tabernacles, and 

enter into the second state of existance. ‘The Lord himself solemnized 

the first marriage ecm to this globe, and pertaining to flesh and 
i 


bones here upon this earth. I do not say pertaining to mortality; for 
when the first marriage was celebrated, no mortality wa8 there. The 
first marriage that we have any account of, was between two im- 
mortal beings, old father Adam, and old mother Eve; they were im- 
mortal beings ; death had no dominion—no power over. them; they 
were capable of enduring for ever and ever, in their organization. 
Had they fulfilled the law, and kept within certain conditions. and 
bounds, their tabernacles would never have been seized by death; 
death entered entirely by sin, and sin alone. This marriage was 
celebrated between two immortal beings ; for how long? until death? 
No. That was entirely out of the question; there could have been 
no such thing in the ceremony. 
What would you consider, my hearers, if a marriage was to be 
celebrated between two beings not subject to death 4 Would you 
consider them joifed together for a certain number of years, and 
that then all their covenants were to cease for ever, and the marriage 
contract be dissolved? Would it look reasonable and consistent ? 
No. Every heart would say that the work of God is perfect in and 
of itself, and inasmuch as sin had not brought imperfection upon the 
globe, what God joined together, could not be dissolved, and destrey- 
ed, and torn assunder by any power beneath the celestial world, con- 
sequently it was eternal ; the ordinance of union was eternal ; the 
sealing of the great Jehovah npon Adam and Eve was eternal in its 
nature; and was never instituted for the purpose of being overthrown 
and brought to anend. &t is known that the Mormons are a pecu- 
liar — about marriage; we believe in marrying, not only for 
time, but for all eternity. This isa curious idea, says one, to be mar- 
ried for all eternity. It is not curious at all; for when we come to 
examine the scriptures, we find that the very first example set for 
the whole human family as a pattern instituted for us to follow, as 
not instituted until death, for death had no dominion at that time 
but it was an eternal blessing pronounced upon our first parents. i 
have not time to explain further the marriages of Adam and Eve ;-buat 
will pass on to their posterity. 7 at 


It is true, that they became fallen but there is a redemption. But 
some may consider that the redemption only redeemed uS in part, 
that is,merely from some of the effects of the fal. But this is not 
the case; every man and woman must see at once that a redemption 
must include a complete restoration of all privileges lost by the fall. 

Suppose, then, that the fall was of such a nature as to dissolve the 
marriage covenent by death,—which is not necessary to admit, for 
the covenent was sealed previous to the fall, and we haveno aecount 
that it was dissolved—but suppose this was the case ; would not the 
redemption be equally as broad as the fall, to restore the posterity of 
Adam back to that which they lost ? and if Adam and Eve were mar- 
ried for all eternity, the ceremony was an éyerlasting ordinanee,-that 
they twain should be one flesh for ever; if you and I should ever be 
tb be beck our fallen. and deevaded 
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‘eondition to the privileges enjoyed ‘before the fall, showld We'not have, 
an everlasting marriage seal, as it was with our first progenéters P4f 
we had no other reasons in all the Bible, this would be suffielent ‘fo 
settle the case at once in the mind of every reflecting man and woman, 
that inasmuch as the fall of man has taken away any privileges ih 
regard to the union of male and female, these privileges must be re- 
stored in the redemption of man, or else it is not complete. 

What is the object of this union? is the next question. We are told the 
object of it is clearly expressed; for, says the Lord unto the male and 
female, I command. you to multiply and replenish the earth. And in- 
asmuch as we have proved that the marriage ordinance was eternal in 
its nature, previous to the fall; if we are restored back to what was 
lost by the fall, we are restored for the purpose of carrying out the 
commandment given before the fall, namely, to multiply and replenish 
the earth.—Does it say, continue to multiply: for a few years, and 
then the marriage contract must cease, and there shall be no further 
opportunity of carrying out this command, but it shall have anend ? 
No. there is nothing specified of this kind ; but the fall has brought 
in disunion threugh death ; it is not a part of the original plan ; con- 
sequently, when male and female are restored from the fall, by virtue 
of the everlasting and eternal covenant of marriage, they will con- 
tinue to inerease and multiply to all ages of eternity, to rise up beings 
after their own order, and in their likeness and image, germs of 
intelligence, that are destined, in their times and seasons to become 
only sons of God, but Gods themselves. Ni 
_ This accounts for the many worlds we heard elder Grant speaking 
about yesterday afternoon ; the peopling of worlds, or an endless in- 
crease, even of one family, would require an endless increase of 
worlds ; and if one family were to be united in the eternal covenant 
of marriage, to fulfil that — commandment, to multiply his species 
and propogate them; and if there be no end to the increase of his 
posterity, it would call for an endless increase of new worlds ; and if 
one family calls for this, what would innumerable millions of families 
call for? They would call for as many worlds as. have already been 
diseovered by the telescope; yea the number must be multiplied to 
infinity in order that there may be room for the inheritance of the 
sons and daughters of the Gods. Do you begin to understand how 
these worlds get their inhabitants? Have you learned that the sons 
and daughters of God before me this day are his offspring—made 
after his own image ; that they are to multiply their species until they 

Let us say a few words before we leave this part of the subject on 
the promises made to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. The promises 
were, lift up your eyes, and behold the stars; so thy seed shalk-be 
as numberless as the stars. What else did he promise? Go~to the 
sea shore, and look at the ocean of sand, and behold the smallness of 
a thereof, and then realize that your seed shall be as number- 

s as the sand. Now let us take this into consideration. How large 
a bulk of sand would it take te make as many inhabitants as there are 
now upon the earth? In about one cubic feet of sand, reckoning 
the grains of a certain size, there would be a thousand million parti- 


————g, INOW that is about the estimated population of our globe. -If 
our earth were to continue 8,000 _— or eighty centuries, with an 
average population of one thousand millions per centuary, then three 
cubic yards of sand would contain a greater number of particles than 
the whole population of the globe from the beginning until the mea- 
sure of the inhabitants of this creation is complete. If men then - 
cease to multiply, where is the promise made to Abraham? Is it 
fulfilled ?—No. If that is the end of his increase behold the Lord’s 
promise is not fulfilled. For the amount of sand, representing his 
seed, might all be drawn in a one-horse cart; and yet the Lord said 
to Abraham, thy seed shall be as numerous as the sand upon the sea 
shore ; that is, to carry out the idea in full, it was to be endless; and 
therefore there must be an infinity of worlds for their residence. We 
cannot comprehend infinity. But suffice it to say, if all the sands on 
the sea shore were numbered, says the Prophet Enoch, then all the 
particles of the earth besides, and then the particles of millions of 
earths like this, it would not be a beginning to all thy creations, and 
yet thou art there,and thy bosom is there, and thy curtains are 
stretched out still. This gives plenty of room for the fulfilment of the 

_ promise made to Abraham, and enough to spare for the fulfilment of 
similar promises to all his seed. We read that those who do the 
works of Abraham, are to be blessed with the blessing of Abraham. 
Have you not, in the ordinances of this last dispensation, had the 
blessings of Abraham pronounced upon your heads? QO yes, you say, 
I well recollect, since God has restored the everlasting priesthood, that 
by a certain ordinance these blessings were placed upon our heads, 
the blessings of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. y, says one, I never 
thought of it in this light before. Why did you not think of it? Why 
not look upon Abraham’s blessings as your own, for the Lord blessed 
him with a promise of seed as numerous as the sands upon the sea 
shore, so will _ be blessed, or else you will not inherit the blessin 
of Abraham. How did Abraham manage to get a foundation laid 
this mighty kingdom ? Was he to accomplish it all through one wife? 

_ No. Sarah gave acertain woman to him whose name was Hagar, 
and-by -her seed was to be raised up untohim. Is this all? No. 
We read of his wifé Keturah, and also of a plurality of wives and 
concubines,—which he had,—from whom he raised up many sons. 
Here, then, was a foundation laid, for the fulfilment of the great and 

promise, concerning the multiplicity of his seed. It would 

ve been rather a slow process, if Abraham had been confined to 

one wife like some of those narrow, contracted nations of modern 
Christianity. 

I think there is only about one fifth of the population of the gl 
that believe in the one-wife system; the other four-fifths believe 
in the @uctrime of a plurality of wives. They have had it handed 
down: from fime tm-memorial, and are not halfso narrow and con— 
tracted in their minds, as some of the nations of Europe and Ameri 
who have done away with the promises, and deprived themselves of 
the blessings of Abraham,Isaac and Jacob. The nations do not 
know anything abont the blessings of Abraham ; and even those who 
have only one wife, cannot get rid of their covetousness, and get their 


little hearts large enough to share their property with a numerous 
family ; on so penurious, and so narrow contracted, in their 
feelings, that they take every possible care not to have their families 
large ; they do not know what is in the future, nor what blessings 
they are depriving themselves of, because of the traditions of their 
fathers, they do not know that a man’s posterity, in the eternal 
worlds, are to constitute his glory, his kingdom, and dominion. 

Here, then, we perceive, just from this one principle reasoning from 
the blessings of Abraham hoe, the necessity,—if we would partake 
of the blessings of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,—of doing their works; 
and he that will not do the works of Abraham, and walk in his foot- 
steps, will be deprived of his blessings. 

gain, let us look at Sarah’s peculiar position in regard to Abra- 
ham. She understood the whole matter ; she new that unless seed 
was raised up to Abraham, that he would come short of his glory ; 
and she understood the promise of the Lord, and longed for Abraham 
to have seed. And when she saw that she was old, and fearing that 
she should not have the privilege of raising up seed, she gave to 
Abraham, Hegar. Would Gentile christendom do such things _ now- 
a-days? Qh no; they would consider it enough to send a man toan 
endless hell of fire and brimstone. Why? Because tradition has 
instilled this in their minds as a dreadful, awful thing. 

It matters not to them how corrupt they are in female prostitution, 
if they are not lawfully married to only one wife; but it would be 
considered an awful thing by them to raise up a posterity from more 
than one wife; this would be wrong indeed ;—but to go into a bro- 
thel, and there debauch themselves in the lowest hauntg of degrada- 
tion all the days of their lives, they consider only a triflimg thing; 
nay, they can even license such institutions in christian nations, and 
it all passes off very well. : 

That is tradition; and their posterity have bee, fostered, and 
brought up in the footsteps of wickedness. This is death, as it stalks 
abroad among the great and popular cities of Europe and America, 

Do you find such haunts of prostituticn, degradation and misery 
here, in the cities of the mountains? No. Were such things in our 
= we should feel indignant enough to see such persons. blotted 
out of the page of existance. These would be the feelings of this 
community. | 

Look upon those who committed such iniquity in Israel, in ancient 
days ; man and woman wild committed were to 
death. I do not say that this a to do this; but I will 
tell you what we believe ;—we believe it ought tobe done. 

Whoredom, adultery, and fornication, have cursed the nations of the 
earth for many generations, and are increasing fearfully upon the 
community; but they must be entirely done away from those who call 
themselves the people of God; if they are not, woe! woe! be unto 
them also, for “thus saith the Lord God Almighty,” in the Book of 
Mormon, “woe unto them that commit whoredoms, for they shall be 
thrust down to hell!” There is no getting away from it. Sueh 
things will not be allowed in this. community ; and such characters will 
find that the time will come that that God whose eyes are upon all the 


ehildren of men, and who diseerneth the things that are done in secret; 
will bring their acts to light; and they will be made an example before 
the people, and shame and infamy will cleave to their posterity after 
them, unto the third and fourth generation of them that repent not. 
How is this to be prevented ?—for we have got a fallen nature to 
grapple with. Itis to be prevented in the way the Lord devised 
in ancient times ; that is, by giving to his faithful servants a plurali- 
ty of wives, by which a numerous and faithful posterity can be raised 
up, and taught in the principles of righteousness and truth ; and then, 
after they fully understand those principles that were given to the 
ancient patriarchs, if they keep not the law of God, and commit 
adultery, and transgressions of this kind, let their names be blotted ~ 
out from under heaven, that they may have no place among the people 
of God. 

But again, there is another reason why this plurality should exist 
among the Latter Day Saints—I have already given you one reason, 
and that is, that you might inherit the blessings and promises made 
to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and receive a continuation of your pos- 
terity, that they become as numerous as the sand upon the sea shore. 
There is another reason, and a good one, too— What do you suppose 
it is? I will tell you; and it will appear reasonable to every man and 
woman of a reflecting mind. Do we not believe, as the scriptures have 
told us, that the wicked nations of the earth are doomed to destracti- 
en? Yes; we believe it. Do we not also believe, as the prophets 
have foretold, concerning the last days, as well as what the new re- 
velation have said upon the subject, that darkness prevails upon the 
earth, and gross darkness upon the minds of the people; and not only 
this, but that all flesh has corrupted its way upon the face of the 
earth; that is, that all nations, speaking of them as nations, have cor- 
rupted themselves before the Most High God, by their wickedness, 
whoredoms, idolatries, abominations, adulteries, and all other kinds of 
wickedness? And we furthermore believe, that according to the 
Jewish prophets, as well as the Book of Mormon, and modern revela- 
tions, given in the Book of doctrine and Covenants, that the sword of 
the vengeance of the Almighty is already unsheathed, and streched 
out, and will no more be put back into the scabbard, until it falls 
upon the head of the nations, until they are destroyed, except they 
repent. What else do we believe? We believe that God is gather- 
ing oui from among these nations those who will harken to his voice, 
and receive the proclamation of the gospel, to establish them as a 
people alone by themselves, where they can be instructed in the right 
way, and brought to the knowledge of the truth. Very well; if ’this 
be the case, that the righteous are gathering out, and are still being 
gathered from among the nations, and being planted by themselves, 
one thing is certain, that that people are better calculated to bring up 
children in the right way than any other under the whole heavens. 
©. yes, says one, if that is the case,—if you are the people the ancient 

rophets have spoken of—if you are the people that are guided by the 
Lord, you are under the influence, power, and guideance of the Al-— 
mighty, you must be the. best people under heaven, to dictate the 
young mind:—but what has that to do with the plurality of wives? 
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I will fell you. Ihave already told you that the spirits of men ‘and 
women, all had a previous existance, thousands of years ago,in the 
heavens, in the presence of God, and I have already -told you that 
among them are many spirits that are more noble, more intelligent 
than others, that are called the great and mighty ones, reserved ‘until 
the dispensation of the fullness of times, to come forth upon the face 
of the earth, through a noble parentage, that shall train their young 
and tender minds in the truth ef eternity, thay may grow up in the 
Lord and be strong in the power of-his might ; be clothed upon with 
his glory ; be filled with exceeding great faith ; that the visions of 
eternity may be opened to their minds ; that they may be prophets, 
priests, and kings to the Most High Ged. Do you believe, says one; 
that they are reserved until the last dispensation, for such a noble 
purpose? Yes; and among the saints is the most likely place for 
these spirits to take their tabernacles—through a just and righteous 


parentage. They are to be sent to that people that are the most righteous 
of any other people upon the earth ; there to be trained up properly, ac- 
cording to thefr nobility and intelligence, and according to the laws which 
the Lord ordained before they were born. This is the reason why the 
Lord is sending them here, brethren and sisters; they are appointed to 
come and take their bodies here, that in their generations they may be rais- 
ed up among the righteous, The Lord has not kept them in store for five 
or six thousand years past, and kept them waiting for their bodies all this 
time, to send them among the Hottentots, the African negroes, the Idola- 
trous Hindoos, or any other of the fallen nations that dwell upon the face of 
this earth. They are not kept in reserve in order to come forth to receive 
such a degraded parentage upon the earth; no; the Lord is not sch a 
being; his justice, goodness, and mercy will be magnified towards 
those who were chosen before they were born ; and they long to come, atid 
they will come among the saints of the living God_; this would be their 
highest pleasure and joy, to know that they could have the privilege of being 
born of such noble Parentage. 


Then is it not reasonable and consistant, that the Lord should say unto 
his faithful and chosen servants, that had proved themselves before him-all 
the day long—that had been ready and willing to do whatsoever his will re- 
= them to perform,—take unto yourselves more wives, like unto the 

atriarchs, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob of old—like those who lived in anci- 
ent times, who walked in my footsteps, and kept my commands? Why 
should they not do this? Suppose the Lord should answer this question 
—would he not say,I have. here in reserve, noble spirits, that have been 
waiting for thousands of years, to come forth in the fullness of times, and 
which I designed should come forth through these ‘my faithful and ehesen 
servants, for | know they will:do my. will, and ‘they will teach their ebildren 
after them to do it.—Wonuld not this be the-substance of the language, if the 
Lord should give us an answer upon this subject ? ‘a 


Bat then another question qill arise ; how are these things to be conduct- 
ed? Are they to be left at random? Is every servant of God at liberty to 
run here, and there, seeking out the daughters of men as wives unto theni- 
selves, without apy restriction, law, or condition? No! we find these thiogs 
were restricted in ancient times. Do you not recollect the circumstance of 
the prophet Nathan’s coming to David? He came to reprove him for cer- 
tain disobedience, and told him about the wives he had lost through it; that 
the Lord would give them to another; and he tolé hini if he had been faith- 
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ful, thet the Lord would have given bim atil more, ifhehad only asked for 
them. Nethan the prophet, in relation to David, was the man that held the 
keys concerning this matter in ancient days, and it was governed by the 
strictest laws. 

So in these days; let me announee to this congregation, and there is but one 
man in all the world, at the same time, who can hold the keys of this matter; 
but one man has power to turn the key to enquire of the Lord, and to say 
whether I, or these my brethren, or any of the rest of this congregation, or 
the saints upon the face of the whole earth, may have this blessing of Abra- 
ham conferred upon them ; he holds the keys of these matters now, the same 
as Nathan, in his day. 

Bat, says one, how have you obtained this information? By new revela- 
tion. When wesitgiven, and to whom? It was given to our prophet, Seer, 
and revelator, Joseph Smith, on the 12th day of July, 1843; only about 
eleven months before be was martyred for the testimony of Jesus. 

He held the keys of these matters; he bad the right to enquire of the 
Lord : and the Lord has set bounds, and restrictions to these things; he has 
told us in that revelation, that only one man can hold these keys upon the 
earth at the same time; and they belong to that man who stands at the head, 
to preside over all the affairs of the church and kingdom of God in the last 
days. They are the sealing keys of power, or in other words, of Elijah, 
having been committed and restored to the earth by Elijah, the prophet, 
who held many keys, among which were the keys of sealing, to bind the 
hearts of the fathers to the children, and the children to the fathers, together 
with all the other sealing keys and powers, pertaining to the last dispensa- 
tion. They were committed by that Angel who administered in the Kirtland 
Temple, and spoke unto Joseph, the prophet, at the time of the endow- 


ments in that house. . 

Now let us enquire, what will become of those individuals who have this 
law taught unto them in plaioness, if they reject it? [A voicein the stand, 
they will be damned.] 1 will teli you, they will be damned saith the Lord 
God Almighty, in the Revelation he has given. Why? Because where 
much is given much is required ; where there is great knowledge unfolded, 
for the exaltation, glory aod happiness of the sons end daughters of God, if 
they close up their hearts, if they reject the testimony of his word and will 
not give heed to the principles he has ordained for their good, they are 
worthy of damnation, and the Lord has said they shall be damned. This 
was the word of the Lord to his servant Joseph the prophet himself, With 
all the knowledge and light be had, he must comply with it, or says the Lord 
wnto him, you shall be damned ; and the same is true in regard to all those 
who reject these things. 

What else have we heard from our President? he has related to us that | 
there are some damnations that are eternal in their nature, while others are 
but for a certain period, they wil] have an end, they will not receive a res- 
toration to their former priviliges, but a deliverance from certain panish- 
ments ; and instead of being restored to all the privileges pertaining to man 
vious to the fall, they will be only permitted to enjoy a certain grade of 
ppiness, not a fall restoration. Let us enquire after those who are to be 
damned, admitting they will be redeemad, which they wi!] be unless they 
have sinned against the Holy Ghost. They will be redeemed, but what will 
it be to? Will it be to exaltation and toa fullness of glory? Will it be to 
become the sons of God, or Gods to reign upon thrones, and maltiply their 
posterity and reign over them as kings? No, they will not. They Lave 
lost. that exalted privilege for ever; though they may, after having 
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been punished for long periods, escape by the skin of their teeth; but no 
kingdom will be conferred upon them. What will be their condition? I 
will tell you what revalation says, not only concerning them that reject these 
things, but concerning those that through their carelessness, or want of faith, 
or something else, have failed to have their marriages sealed for time and for 
all eternity ; those who do not do these things, so as to have the same 
ordinances sealed upon their heads by divine authority as was upon the 
head of old Father Adam—if they fail to do it through wickedness, through 
their ungodliness—bebold, they aleo will never have the privilege of pus- 
sessing that which is possessed by the Gods that hold the keys of power, of 
coming up to the thrones of their exaltation, and receiving their kingdoms. © 
Why? Because, saith the Lord all oaths, ali covenants and ali agreements, 
&c., that have been made by mag, and not by me, and by the autherity I 
bave established, shall cease when death shall separate the parties ; that is 
the end, that is the cessation, they go no further, and such a person cannot 
come up in the morning of the resurrection, and say, behold | claim you as 
tny wife, you are mine, I married you in the other world before death, 
therfore you are mine; he cannot say this. Why? Because he never 
matried that person for eternity. : 

Sdppose they should enter into covenant and agreement and conclude 
betwe@a themselves to live together to all eternity, and never have it sealed 
by the LLord’s sealing power, by the holy priesthood, would they have any 
claim on tach other in the morning of the resurrection? No; it would not - 
be valid ot Jegal and the Lord would say it was not by him ; your covenants 
were not séfled on the earth, and therefore they are not sealed in the 
heavens; they are not recorded in my book, they are not to be found in the 
records that are in the archives of eternity; therefore the blessings you 
might have bad, ‘ars not for you to enjoy, What will be their condition? 
the Lord bas told us. He says these sre angels; because they keep not — 
‘this law they shall be ministering servants unto those who are worthy of ob- 
ing a more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, wherefore, saith the 
Lord}4}ey shall remaia singly and seperaiely im their saved condition, aod 
shall not have power to enlarge themselves, and thus shall they remain for 
ever and ever. | 

Here, then, you tam read their history; they are not Gods, but they are 
angels or servants to the Godse. There isa difference between the two 
- Glasses; the Gods are exalted, they hold keys of power, are made kings and 
priests, and this power is conferfed upon them ia time by the everlasting 
priesthood to hold a kingdom in eternity that shall never be taken trom them 
worlds without end, and they will propagate their species. They are not 
servants: for one God is not to be a servant to another God; they are not 
angels; and this is the reason why Paul said, know ye not brethren that we 
shall jadge angele? Angels are inferior to the saints who sre éxalted as 
kings. These angels who are to be judged and to become servants to the 
Gods did not keep the law, therefore, though they are saved, they are to 
be servants te those who are in a higher condition. 


What does the Lord intend to do with this people? He intends to make 
them a kingdom of Kings and Priests, a kingdom unto himself, or in other 
words a kingdom of Gods, if they will hearken to his law. ‘here will te 
many who will not hearken, there will be the fcolish among the wise who 
will not receive the new and everlasting covenant in its ddllcen, and they 
never will attain to their exaltation, they never will be counted warthy to 
bold the sceptre of power over a numerous progeny, that shell mukiply 
themselves without end, like the sand upon the sea shore, 
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_ We can only touch here and there upon this great subject, we can only 
offer but a few words with regard to this great, sublime, beautiful, and 
glorious doctrine which has been revealed by thé prophet, Seer, and reyele- 
tor, Joseph Smith, who sealed his testimony with his blood, and thus re- 
vealed to the nations things that were in ancient times, as well as things 
that are tocome. 

_ But while I talk, the vision of my mind, is opened; the subject spreads 
forth and branches out like the branches of a thrifty tree ; and as for the 
glory of God, how great itis. I feel to say hallelujah to this great aod 
holy name; for he reigns in the heavens, and he will exalt his people to 
sit with him upon the thrones of power to reign for ever and ever. 


REVELATION given to Joseph Smith, Nauvoo, July 12th, 1843. 


Verily thus saith the Lord, unto you my servant Joseph, that inasmuch as you have enquired of my 
band, to know and understand wherein I the Lord justified my servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; 
as also Moses, David, and Solomon, my servants, as touc the principle and doctrine of their having 
many wives and concubines. Behold ! and lo, I am the Lord thy God, and will answer thee as touching 
this matter: Therefore prepare thy heart to receive and obey the instructions which I am about to give 
anto you; for all those who have this law revealed unto them must obey the same ; for behold | I reveal 
unto you a new and an everlasting covenant, and if ye abide not that covenant, then are ye damned ; 
for no one can reject this covenant, and be permitted to enter into my glory ; for all who will have a 
biessing at my hands shall abide the law which was ted for that plbesing. and the conditions the- 
reof, as was instituted from before the foundations of world; and as pertaining to the new and ever- 
jasting covenant, it was instituted for the fulness of my glory ; and he that receiveth a fulness thereof, 
must, and shall abide the law, or he shalt be damned, sajth the Lord God. 


And verily I say unto you, that the conditions of this law are these: All covenants, 


men are dead. 
Behold ! mine house is a house of order, saith the Lord God,and not a house of confusion. Will I 


you, 
as land my Father ordained unto you, before the world was! Iam the Lord thy God, and 
this commandment, that no man shall come unte the Father but by me, or by my word, w is my 


w, saith the Lord ; and every thing that is in the world, whether it be of man, by thrones, or 
principalities, or powers, or things of name, whatsoever they may be, that are not by me or by my word 
saith the Lord, shall be thrown down and shall not remain after men are dead, neither in nor after the 

are by me, 


resurrection, saith the Lord your God; for whatsoever things 
things are not by me, shall be shaken and destroyed. 

+ Therefore.if.a man marry him a wife in the world, and he her not by me, nor word; and 
@f force when they are dead, and when they are ont of the world; therefore, they are not 
bound by any law when they are out of the re Sy peace they are‘out of the world, 


And &gain, yerily I say upto you, if aman marry a wife, and make a covenant with her for time, and 
for all eternity, if that covenant is not by me, or by my word, which is my law, and is not sealed: by the 
Holy Spirit of promise, through him whom I have anointed and appointed into this power, then it is not 
valid, neither of force, when they are out ofthe world, because they are not joined by me, saith the Lord 
neither by my word ; when they are out of the world, it cannot be received there, because the angels and 
the Gods are appointed there, by whom they cannot pass; they cannot, therefore, inherit my glory, for 
my house is a house of order, saith the Lord God. . 

' And again; verily I say unto you, if a man marry & wife by my word, which is my law, and by the new 
and covenant, and it is sealed unto them by the Holy Spirit of promise, by him who ig anoint- 
ed, unto whom [I have appointed this power,and the keys of this priesthood, and it 
ther , ye shall come forth in the first resurrection; and if it be after the first 
resurrection ; and shall inherit thrones, kingdoms, 

depths, then shall it be written in the Lamb’s Book of Life, 
shed 


exaltation oxy. in all 


contracts, bonds 

obl'gations, oaths, vows, performances, connection: , associations, or expectations, that are not nade and 
entered into, ard sealed by the Hely fipirit of promise, of him who is anointed, both as well for time and 
for all eternity, and that too most holy, by revelation and comroardment, through the mediuin of mine 
anointed, whom I have appointed on the'earth to hold this power, (and I have appointed unto my servant 
Joseph to hold this potver in the last days, and there is never but one on the earth at a time, on whom 
this power and the keys of this priesthood are conferred,).are of no efficacy, virtue, or force, in and 
after the resurrection from the dead ; for all contracts that are not made unto this end, have an erd when 
accept of an offering, saith the Lord, that is not made in my name! Or, will I receive at your hands, 

‘servants, to minister for those, who are worthy ofa far more,and an excevding, and an eternal 

weight of glory.; fur these angels did not abide by law, therefore they cannot be enlarged, but remain 
separately, and singly, without exaltation, in their saved condition, to all eternity, and from henceforth 
are not Gods, but are angels of God for ever and ever. 
blood. it servant hath put upon. them, in time, 
thrangh all eternity; and shall be of full force when are out of the world, arti they shall pass by’ 
angels, and the Gods, which are set there, to their thin gspae bath beam 
upon ‘their heads, which glory shall be a fulness a on 0 seeds for ever and ever. 
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.-Then; shall they be Gods, because they have no end ; therefore shall they be from everlasting to ever- 
lasting, because they continue ; then shall they be above ali, because all things are subject unto them. 
Then shall they be Gads, because they have all power, and the angels are subject unto them. 

Verily, verily Il say unto you, etespt ye abide my law, ye cannot attain to this glory ; for strait is the 
gate, and narrow the Way, that leadeth unto exaltation and continuation of the lives, and few there he 
that find it, because ye receive me not inthe world, neither do ye know me. But if ye receive me in the 
world, then shall ye me, and shall receive your exaltation, that where I am ye shall bealao. This 
‘is eternal lives, to know the only wise and true God, and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent. Iam he. Re- 


Verily. verily Isay unto you, ifa man marry 4 wife according to m word, and they are sealed by the 
Holy Buirit of promise, accordin J by 


mit no murder, wherein they shed innécent blood,—yet they shall come forth in the first resurrection, 
and entcr into their exaltation. but they shall be destroyed in the flesh, and shall be delivered unto the 
buffetings of Satan, unto the day of redemptipn, saith the Lord God. 


_ The Blasphemy against the Holy Ghost, which shall not be forgiven in the world, nor out of the 

world, is in that ye commit murder, wherein ye shed innocent blood, and ascent unto my death, after 
have received my new and everlasting covenant saith the Lord God, and he that abideth not this 
, can in no wise enter into my glory, but shall be damned saith the Lord. 


and my Father, the world was. Abraham received all things, wha wed ee ean fees 
tion and commandment, by my word, saith the Lord, and hath entered into his exaltation, sitteth 
upon his throne. / 

Abraham Mis seed, and ofthe fruit of his loins,—from whose loins ye 
are; viz..my servant Joseph,—which were to continue, so long as they were in the world; and as 

Abraham and his seed, out of the world, they should continue ; both in the world and out ofthe 


Isaac, nevertheless, it 
was written, thou shalt not kill. Abraham however, did not refuse, and it was accow::ted unto him for 


save in the case of Uriah and his wife ; and, therefore, be bath fallen from his exaltation, and recefved 
portion ; and he shall not inherit them out of the world ; for I gave them to another, saith the Lord, 


am the Lord thy t, and restore all things ; 
ask what and it shall be given unto you, accordiig to my word; sodas ye lave asked 
and if she be , she, 
adultery and shall be destroyed, if she be with another 
map, she under a vow, be 


broken his vow, and hath committed ; and if she hath not commitred bat is innocent 


and batt wot broken her vow, and she knoweth it, end I reveal it unto: you; my ® ‘then shall 
you have power, by the power ofmy Holy Priesthood, to take her, and give ante him that bath 
commitied adultery, but hath Been ; fore shail be made ruler over many ; for | have conferred 


upon you the keys and power of the priesthood, whéreia I restore all things 
things. in due time, 
earth 


the heavens ; and whatsoever you on earth, shall be remitted eternally im the héavens: and 
n np, Vv say, er you curse, 
the Lerd; for the Lord am thy 


And » Verily ( say unto you, mg servant Joseph, that whatscever you ap earth. and te whomso« 
ever you give any one on earth, by my word, and according to my law, id aball be and 
not cursiogs, aud with m wer, the Lord, and i 


and bave said they were pure, shall be destroyed, 
he bath been faithful over a 

And I command miue handmaid, Emma Smith, to abideand cleave anto my 
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cefve ye, therefore, my law. ;“and many 
world - they continue as innumerable as the stars ; or, if ye were to count the sand upon the sea- 
shore,ye could not number them. This promise is yours, also, becanse ye are of Abraham, andthe 
promise was made unto Abraham, and by this law are the continuation of the works of my Father, 
wherein he glorifteth himself. Go ye, therefore, and do the works of Abraham,—enter ye into my law, 
and ye shall be saved. But if ye enter not into my law, ye cannot receive the premises of my Father 
which he made unto Abraham. 

God commanded Abraham,and Sarah gave Hagarto Abraham, to wife. And why did he do it ? 
Because this was the law, and from Hagar sprang many people. This, therefore, was fulfilling, among 
other — promises. Was Abraham, therefore, under cordemration? Verily, I say unto you, 
righteousness. 

Abraham received concubines, and they bare him children, and it was accounted unto him for righteous. 
nes*, because they were given unto him and he abode in my laws; as Isaac also, and Jacob did ‘some other 
things than that which they were commanded, they have entered into their, exaltation, according to the 
promises, and sit upon thrones ; and are not angels, but are Gods. David also received many wives and 
coheubines, as also Solomon, and Moses. my servant; as also many others of my servants, ‘from the be. 

» ginning of creation until this time; and in nothing did they gin, save in those things which they received not 
of -the. 

bath | 

THOTT you, rh 

shall be sealed in heaven: and 

whatsoeyer you bind on in j and | word, saith the ; it shall be - bound in 

ven; for i. am y . be thee even unto en world, through a! 

eternity ; Yous a throne for you in the kingdom of my 

Father, with Abrabam, your r. Behold, | have seen your ‘sacrifices, and will forgive your sins, 1 

have seén your sacrafices iu obedience to that which I have told you ; go, therefore, and outing Gan 

for your eseape, as | accepted the offering of Abraham, of his son Isaac. 

Verily 1 say unto you, 6 commandment | give unto mine handmaid, Emma sour wift, whom I 
have given unto you, thas she may stay herself, and partake vot of that which | command you to offer unto 
her ; for I did it, saith the Lord, te prove you all, as I did Abraham ; and that | SNS toners Os Sang ws 

; a by covenant and sacrifice ; and lt mine handmaid, Emma Smith, receive those that have 
given unto my servant J and who are virtuous and before me; and those who are not pure, 
the Lord thy God, and ye 
ruler over many things, for 
him. 
servant Joseph, and to none 


